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Expert Analyzes Bloodstains About Jailer 


By Lyle Denniston 

Washinjjton Star Staff Writpr 

expert on 

uioocstains has given Joan Little's 
deiense lawyers some scientific 
theory^ they can use to try to per- 
jurors to find her innocent. 

The expert yesterday set the stage 
for two defense arguments in the 21- 
year-old black woman's murder 
trial: 

First, that she may not have killed 
white jailer Clarence Alligood when 
she stabbed him last Aug. 27. 

Second, that the two of them wres- 
tled over an icepick in her jail cell 
^fore she somehow got the best of 
him and fled. 


fenses theory of the case by 
suggesting that some blood spatters 
shown in photographs of the murd-=‘r 
- scene indicateJ they had been cast 
forcefully — a hint of the struggle 
that Little says occurred. 

The expert also said that blood- 
stains foiyid on Alligood’s undershirt 
had not come from bleedine from his 
wounds. Instead, he suggested they 
were wiped on’* externally. 


Tra TESTIMONY of Herbert L. 
MacDonnell. a Corning, N.Y., crimi- 
nologist with a widely recognized 
expertise in a variety of fields, gave 
the defense its most helpful evidence 
so far in the four-week-old trial 

MacDonnell suggested that ‘some 
of me stains on Alligood’s outer shirt 
and the stains on the sheet of the cell 
bunk where his body lay were not 
caused-directly by bleeding from his 
wounds. Rather, he said, they were 
the result of dilution of blood by 
amount of 

blood and a very large amount of 
water.** 

When it comes time for Little’s 
awyers to sum up their case to the 
ju^)^ they will say this evidence 
‘Shows that Alligood was probably 
alive and moving about after Little 
fled the Beaufort County jail. 

AT LEAST, they will say. it indi- 
cates that he was trying to tend some 
of the wounds he received in the 
middle-of-the-night struggle with 
Little, and his washing caused the 
stains. 

If the jury can be convinced that 
he was still alive, the defense might 
then gain with its theory that some- 
one else «— perhaps another prisoner 
--came* upon the staggering, wound- 
ed jailer, and struck a fatal blow in 
his chest. 

MacDonnell also helped the de- 


DEFENSE lawyers say that that 
evidence wil enable them to theorize 
that Little, her hands stained from 
the struggle, transferred some of the 
bl(wd to his undershirt as she tried to 
fight him off. 

Another witness yesterday gave 
some support to the struggle theory. 
Gordon Edwards, a television 
cameraman summoned to the jail bv 
a deputy sheriff, said he saw drops of 
blood in the hallway outside the jail 
cell before Alligood's body was 
moved from the cell. 

lawyers say. will 
help them argue that the struggle 
was violent. 

A third witness. Neil Hoffman, as- 
sociate state medical examiner, 
testified yesterday that Alligood 
would have been capable of moving 
about with the wounds in his body. 

Aside from supporting basic de- 
fense arguments in the case, the ex- 
pert; 

• Indicated that the handling of the 
evidence m the case was far below 
professional standards. 

• Criticized the quality of photo- 
graphs made by police at the scene. 

• Implied that carelessness in devel- 
oping the pictures may have been in- 
tended to mislead the defense — 
testimony which caused one defense 
I.nwycr to charge in court that the 
states attorney may have been 
guilty of "prosecutorial miscon- 
duct. 

• Suggested that fingerprints might 
navTj been obtained from the icepick 
that the sute says was the murder 
weapon. There was never even an al- 
tempt to lift any from it. police have 
lesiiiied. 


